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“When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi... which 
is in heaven,” Matt. 16, 13—17. Simon Peter believed and confessed 
that Jesus Christ was the Son of the living God. 

Unbelievers and infidels contend that Simon Peter was only a 
Galilean fisherman — uncultured and unlettered, and, therefore, be- 
lieved and confessed what no man of letters can believe. So, my 
friends, many people speak that have a high opinion of themselves. 
Perhaps these very people are not known outside of the limits of the 
city in which they live, and, maybe, they have not even graduated 
from an ordinary high-school. If these poor fellows knew only half 
as much as they profess to know, they would not speak as they 
often do. Infidels, as a rule, are only wise in their own estimation. 

The most learned men that ever lived were true believers in 
Jesus Christ. J will not mention men like St. Paul, St. Augustine, 
and Dr. Luther, the greatest theologians of all times,—for unbe- 
lievers and non-Christians have no regard for these great men, — but 
I shall introduce as witnesses such men as even infidels must acknowl- 
edge as being among the greatest of the great. Prince Bismarck, 
the greatest statesman that ever lived, believed that Jesus Christ is 
the “Son of the living God,” for he said: “I would to God that, 
besides what is known to the world, I had no other sins upon my soul, 
for which I can only hope for forgiveness trusting in the blood of 
Christ.” William E. Gladstone, one of the greatest of all English- 
men, said: “Throughout the entire period of Christian history, the 
balance of brains has been on the side of Christianity.” His will, 
dated November 29, 1896, begins with these words: “Commending 
myself to the infinite mercies of God in the Incarnate Son as my only 
and sufficient hope,” ete. Daniel Webster, one of the greatest of all 
Americans, said: “I believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God. The 
miracles which He wrought establish, in my mind, His personal 
authority, and render it proper for me to believe whatever He asserts. 
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I believe, therefore, all His declarations, as well when He declares 
Himself to be the Son of God as when He declares any proposition. 
And I believe there is no other way of salvation than through the 
merits of His atonement.” William Shakespeare, in his will, said: 
“I commend my soul into the hands of God, my Creator, hoping and 
assuredly believing, through the only merits of Jesus Christ, my 
Savior, to be made partaker of life everlasting.” Even Napoleon the 
Great said: “I know men; and I tell you that Jesus Christ is not a 
[mere] man.” 

All true Christians have always believed and confessed that Jesus 
of Nazareth is “the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And they 
were not mistaken, for Jesus Christ proved beyond all possible doubt 


that He is the very Son of God. To-day’s Gospel-lesson also calls our | 


attention to this divine truth. The subject, etc. : 
JESUS CHRIST IS THE ALMIGHTY SON OF THE LIVING GOD. 
1. For He heals the sick; 2. He wakes the dead. 


al 

Jesus had been in the country of the Gergesenes on the east 
side of the Sea of Galilee. There He had cast out devils from two 
demoniacs. In leaving the men, the devils went into a herd of swine; 
and, behold, the whole herd ran violently down a steep place into the 
sea, and perished in the waters. When the people of the nearest city 
heard the report of the herders of the swine, they came out to Jesus 
and requested Him to leave their country. They cared not for the 
Savior. Jesus then left the country of the Gergesenes, and crossing 
the sea in a ship, came to His city, Capernaum. Hardly had He 
arrived in His city when some people brought a man to Him who 
was sick of the palsy. Jesus healed him. Going His way, Jesus found 
Matthew, the publican, and said to him, “Follow me!” And he fol- 
lowed Jesus and became His apostle. The new apostle took Jesus and 
His disciples into his house. Other publicans came, and Jesus dined 
with them. Like always, the Pharisees murmured; yea, even the 
disciples of John the Baptist were offended at Jesus’ conduct, and 
they said to Him: Matt. 9, 14. And Jesus said to them: v. 15. 

“While He spake these things unto them,” so we are told in our 
Gospel-lesson, “behold, .. . live.” Jesus could not deny the petition 
of such a hero of faith, and He “rose, and followed him, and so did His 
disciples.” Hardly had they left Matthew’s house, when that occurred 
which our Gospel-lesson describes thus: “And, behold, a woman... 
from that hour.” Poor woman! Suffering from an incurable disease 
for twelve long years! She had consulted the best physicians and 
specialists, and she had tried all kinds of remedies, but to no avail. 
The only thing her physicians could do for her was to tell her that 
her loathsome disease was incurable, that there was no help for her. 
But that was not her only trouble, suffering from a painful and in- 
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curable disease. She was also considered an unclean, an outcast, 
and, therefore, was not permitted to associate with other people. Oh, 
the poor woman! 

This poor sick woman had heard of Jesus. It is probable that 
some one told her that Jesus had returned, and that He had healed a 
man from the incurable disease of palsy but a few moments ago. The 
poor woman takes courage to hope, yea, to firmly believe that Jesus 
is able to help her. She says within herself: “If I may but touch His 
garment, I shall be whole.” And, behold, there He comes with His 
disciples and the ruler. He is on His way to the ruler’s house to 
help his daughter. The poor woman is convinced that He will also 
help her as He had helped so many others. She presses through the 
crowd, and—she touches His garment! O thank God! she feels 
that she is healed from her loathsome physical disease. She feels 
newborn. O happy woman! Yea, even more. “Jesus turned Him 
. . . faith hath made thee whole.” Jesus comforts her. He forgives 
her sins unto her, for that is the meaning of His words: “Daughter, 
be of good comfort!” O thank God, she had been healed from her 
physical and spiritual disease! Like the man sick of the palsy, the 
two blind men, and the dumb demoniacs, whose cures are recorded in 
this ninth chapter of St. Matthew, of which our Gospel-lesson is a 
part, this poor woman was healed by Jesus Christ. Verily, Jesus is 
the almighty Son of the living God! 

Jesus even now heals all that are ever healed. Of course, when- 
ever we are sick we should not go to the Christian Scientists, Faith 
Curists, and other quacks, but to a licensed physician, and we must 
use the remedies which he gives. But, my friends, we must not put 
our trust in the licensed physician and his remedies; we must rather 
put our trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, who alone is able to heal us. 
Therefore we should not forget to ask Him to bless the work and the 
remedies of our physician. Without His blessing physicians and 
remedies avail nothing. And every physician that really understands 
his business will readily admit the truthfulness of this statement. 
All really good physicians look for help to that Physician who is 
able to heal all kinds of diseases, and they gladly admit that without 
Him they can do nothing. 

And if we are spiritually sick, if our sins trouble us, if we fear 
God’s just wrath and displeasure on acount of our sins, then we must 
believe the Gospel, which Christ is preaching to us through the mouth 
of His servants, the ministers of the Gospel, and we must firmly 
believe that the absolution pronounced by them in the name of the 
Triune God “is as valid and certain, in heaven also, as if Christ, our 
Lord, dealt with us Himself,” for He has said to His apostles and to 
all true ministers of the Gospel: John 20, 23. 

My friends, it is Jesus Christ who heals all physical and spiritual 
sicknesses. He does it, however, through His appointed instrumen- 
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talities and means. But Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God, 
does not only heal the sick, He also wakes the dead. Of this I shall 


now speak to you. 
2. 


After Jesus had healed the poor woman, He went to the 
ruler’s house, whose only daughter had died while he had gone to 
get Jesus. When he came back, bringing Jesus with him, St. Mark 
tells us, one of his servants came out to him, saying: “Thy daughter 
is dead; why troublest thou the Master any further?” He wanted to 
say, “My lord, it is now too late! No one can help since your daughter 
is dead.” But, my friends, he was very much mistaken, for here was 
a Master indeed! Listen, my friends, to what our Gospel-lesson has 
to say: “And when Jesus came... the maid arose.” 

At one time Jesus said to His disciples: “All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth.” This is true. He is mightier than 
death. He speaks to the dead as we speak to the living, and they 
hear His voice, and they do as He bids them do. The daughter of 
the ruler was lying before Him breathless, lifeless — dead. She did 
not hear the noise of the minstrels’ instruments, nor the sobs of her 
father, mother, and friends, but when Jesus said to her: “Talitha 
cumi; which is, being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, arise!” 
she heard His speech and she obeyed. She did arise. O wondrous 
Master! Such a Master the people had never seen before. They were 
astonished; they marveled;— but they did not deride Him any longer. 
They thought, Verily, this is the Son of the living God. 

Jesus Christ did not only wake this damsel from death, He also 
brought the dead son of a poor widow at Nain to life, while he lay on 
a bier and was carried to his grave. Yea, He even raised up His 
friend Lazarus from his grave after he had been dead four days. 
Therefore we can joyfully and truthfully say with Simon Peter, and 
all true Christians: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

This very same Jesus Christ will also raise up our bodies from 
their graves. “The hour is coming... shall come forth,” John 5, 28. 
When is that hour to come? On the Day of Judgment, my friends. — 
And Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God, will not only wake all 
the dead on the last day of this world, but He will also pronounce 
judgment upon all, for it is written: John 5, 22. 23. 

ı I ask you, beloved friend, dare any one deny that Jesus Christ — 
who heals the sick and wakes the dead — is the Son of the living God? 

Or, my friend, would you deny what the Father Himself says 
(Matt. 17, 5), what all holy angels proclaim (Luke 2, 11), and what 
the holy apostles and all true Christians confess (Matt. 16, 16), yea, 
what even devils admit (Luke 8, 28), viz., that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of the living God? Most assuredly, my friend, you, will not 
deny it! But I ask you, Do you believe in Him with all your heart? 
Do you trust-in Him in life and death? Do you confess with Simon 


SERMON FOR THE TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 165 


Peter: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God”? Do you 
honor Him with a holy, Christian life? Well for you, my dear friend, 
if you do! Then Jesus will also say to you what He said to Simon 
Peter: Matt. 16, 17. Then you can truthfully say with every true 
Christian: “I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength 
believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, ... raise up me and all the dead, and 
give unto me and all believers in Christ eternal life. This. is most 
certainly true.” (Third Article.) de Hae 


Sermon from the Gospel Lesson for the Twenty-Fifth 
Sunday after Trinity. 
Matt. 24, 15—28. 


The love of God to mankind is exceedingly great; even His 
wrath is checked and His righteous anger tempered by it. There is 
not an act of divine retribution recorded by the holy writers but 
attests at the same time His wondrous forbearance, patience, and 
kindness. The destruction of the wicked cities in the fertile plain of 
the Jordan was preceded by that well-known and touching dialogue 
between the Lord and Abraham in which the latter was permitted to 
plead in behalf of his fellowmen; and it did not take place until 
after the few who had kept themselves free from the pollution of their 
ungodly surroundings had safely been rescued. He destroyed the 
unbelieving world by the flood, but before doing so gave them 120 
years of grace, and appointed Noah a preacher of righteousness to 
them. He forewarned the Jews before the destruction of their city 
by the Babylonians. And our text witnesses that same tender care 
of the heavenly Father for His beloved children. Even when He 
breaks His vessels of anger over the habitation of confirmed ungodli- 
ness and apostasy, He furnishes the just a harbor of safety, and His 
lightning does not strike the cottages of His servants: the avenging 
angel, whose scourge smites the land till it groans in agony, passes 
by the door of His well-beloved. Yea, many a child of wrath is called 
to repentance by God’s kind forewarning before He strikes the fatal 
blow. The prophet, therefore, correctly describes God, when He says: 
Lam. 3, 33. Jonah, in his fleshly indignation, was even disappointed 
by the mercy of God which caused Him to suspend the sentence of 
doom which He had already pronounced over Nineveh; he complained 
to God thus: “O Lord, was not this,” ete., Jonah 4, 2. 

These marks of love which appear even in the most awful acts 
of God’s justice have an object of which Paul reminds us Rom. 2, 4. 
In pointing out to you, beloved hearers, the traces of mercy in the 
terrible manifestations of God’s anger, it has not been my intention 
to diminish the impression of profound awe and wholesome terror 
which the Holy Spirit would thereby make upon the hearts of men. 
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For woe is me, if I should so vilely misapply the ministry of the 
Gospel as to use it for the purpose of showing my hearers to what 
extent they could safely sin. No, no! Let us, I pray you, not forget 
the words in the epistle to the Hebrews: 10, 31. My intention was 
rather to point out to every one who earnestly repents of his sins 
and recognizes the need of a divine Helper that there is plenteous 
grace for him. 
_ We are nearing that most appalling hour of judgment and the 
consummation of the universe. The partial punishments visited 
upon individuals and localities are foreshadowing “that fearful day, 
that day of dread, when Christ shall judge the quick and dead.” The 
gracious Lord has so ordered it that even His terrible anger must 
serve the ends of mercy. Let us, therefore, number our fleeting days 
and apply our hearts unto wisdom, while there is time. 

Permit me, accordingly, to speak to you with the assistance of 
the Holy Ghost on this comforting fact: 


THAT GOD MANIFESTS HIS LOVE WHILE HE IS PREPARING 
TO DESTROY: 


1. By proclaiming an earnest warning ; 
2. By pointing out the shelter. : 


abe 

The destruction of the Holy City which the Lord foretells in our 
Gospel-lesson is a very apt figure of the Day of Judgment. It is 
no exaggeration when the Savior says to the Jews: “Then shall be 
great tribulation,” ete., v. 21. Josephus, the historian, who was 
himself a Jew and, hence, not liable to overstate the humiliation of 
his people, reports that within the city of Jerusalem alone 11,000,000 
persons died by violence, famine, and disease, and over 97,000 were 
sold into slavery. This almost amounts to annihilation. Once 
before the Savior had with tears in His eyes spoken of the awful fate 
that awaited the city; and in the text before us one can fairly feel 
how He shudders at the picture of woe that presents itself to His 
all-seeing eye. He desires to pluck at least a few brands from the 
fire that will shortly be kindled; therefore He warns whomsoever He 
can reach with great earnestness to save himself before it is too late. 

He points out when it would be high time to flee the doomed city: 
“When ye therefore . .. flee’ The sight of some horrid wicked- 
ness — whatever its form might be—at the sanctuary of the Lord 
should be evidence to the observer that the gracious presence of the 
Lord had been withdrawn from the doomed people, and should serve 
as the signal of departure to every one who was wise enough to heed 
the words of Scripture and God’s own Son. And this departure 
should be without delay. “Let him which .. . his clothes,” says the 
Savior. He urges precipitous flight; He advises every one to run 
as he stands, leaving all behind, and not looking back like Lot’s wife. 


FOR THE TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 167 


The soul cannot be too dearly bought at the sacrifice of all our earthly 
possessions. There will still be difficulties and hardships to encounter 
which are unavoidable; to them the Savior refers with an expression 
of sincere pity and an admonition to more fervent prayer, saying: 
“And woe unto them ... Sabbath day.” 

What has been said concerning the destruction of Jerusalem is 
meant as a warning for all men, whether they lived at that time and 
place or not. For He who came to the reckoning then will come to 
eall every man to account; and that can happen every minute, for 
we are told that “it is the last hour;” and, “The end of all things is 
come.” We are living in the land of sin and in the city of death. 
Does not the abomination of desolation stand in the Holy Place? The 
Scriptures have foretold a number of signs which shall precede the 
Judgment Day; one of them is the revelation of the Antichrist. At 
the end of our Gospel-lesson the view which our Savior has taken 
at the outset broadens, and He beholds the terrible days at the end of 
the world: “There shall arise . . . wonders.” In many ways this 
prediction has been verified, but never so fully as in the rising of 
the Roman papacy, which is, in theory and practice, consummate 
apostasy and abomination cloaked in the garment of the Christian 
religion. This is the last sign before the Judgment Day, for Paul 
states: “That day shall not come,” ete., 2 Thess. 2, 3. 4. Whoso 
readeth, let him understand! the Savior urged. Beloved friends, 
this was said for our warning. The time has come when wickedness 
and irreligiousness have raised their heads and mounted their engines 
of destruction against the Holy Place. The sound of the bugle by 
which Satan collects his legions is to us the alarm to flee. Oh, that 
every soul should heed its note! For the tribulation that is impending 
beggars description. 


Oh, what fear man’s bosom rendeth, 
When from heav’n the Judge descendeth, 
On whose sentence all dependeth! 


Wondrous sound the trumpet flingeth, 
Through earth’s sepulchers: it ringeth, 
All before the throne it bringeth. 


Death is struck, and nature. quaking; 
All creation is awaking, 
To its Judge an answer making. 


Lo, the Book, exactly worded, 
Wherein all hath been recorded; 
Thence shall judgment be awarded. 


When the Judge His seat attaineth, 
And each hidden deed arraigneth, 
Nothing unavenged remaineth. 


A word, then, to every sinner, open or secret, in or out of church! 
Dear friend, there is no time for parley and argument; there is but 
one view to take of the case: Flee out of the doomed city of your 
sinning, that is, be reconciled to God, make your peace with Him 
whom you have offended! Are you on the housetop? Are you at 
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ease, enjoying this world’s good and this life’s comforts without 
concerning yourself greatly about the treasures and comforts of the 
life and world beyond? Have you become careless, indifferent, super- 
ficial in your devotion and worship? Oh, awake and look about; see 
how the earth’s crop is fast ripening for the sickle of the reaper 
and the winnowing of the Lord of the harvest! Where will you be? 
Among the sheaves or the chaff? If the appeal of the Spirit has 
aroused you and you see with your inward eyes that you are in 
danger, then flee, flee, and forsake all! Do not come down to take 
anything out of your house! Say farewell in your heart to all that 
this faltering earth contains for you, wealth and ease, honor and 
fame! Go as you are, only go! Are you in the field? Are you busy 
in the worry and toil of this bustling day, wrestling with the soil for 
your sustenance and struggling with the great multitude for filthy 
luere? Does your business, profession, and daily occupation engross 
all your care, command your entire devotion? Do you take thought 
for the morrow? Vain man, are you sure there will be a morrow? 
May not this night be your last and your soul be required of you? 
Hark, the summons of your Savior comes to you this hour! He is 
deeply concerned for your welfare; look up from the dust in which 
you grovel, drop the instruments of your toil, quit your calculations 
of loss and profit; look about you sharply: you are living in a doomed 
house! And if you are blessed to see this, then flee as you stand; do 
not return to take your clothes! Quit your evil ways, overcome 
your unchristian habits, quench the craving of your flesh with a flood 
of tears of sorrow over your sins! Do not take anything with you; 
leave it all behind, money and goods, house and home, field and cattle, 
and whatever your heart may be fixed on! For the road is wearisome 
and uphill; a burdened traveler will soon be exhausted and sink by 
the roadside, and the gate is narrow and admits only the traveler; 
he must leave his load at the gate and enter in empty-handed or stay 
outside. You need not bring anything with you; go and say: 

Nothing in my hand I bring, 

Simply to Thy cross I cling; 

Naked, come to Thee for dress; 

Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 

Foul, I to the Fountain fly: 

Wash me, Savior, or I die! 

And let us all, dear believers, pray that our flight may be in good 
season; that it may be when the sun of God’s grace is shining, and 
the Word of the Lord is plentiful; that it may be in the summer 
of the ministration of the Gospel. Let us pray the Lord for those 
who without fault of their own and against their inclination are 
compelled to lag behind or to sojourn among the wicked. Let us pray 
that the Lord may ease their grief, and comfort them in their loneli- 
ness, also bear their souls out of the destruction to which their bodies 
are subjected. 
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2. 

Flee we should, — but whither? Is there a place of refuge? Yes, 
for else all summons to flight would be cruel mockery. To the Jeru- 
salemites the Savior said: “Let them which be in Judea flee into the 
mountains.” Those who heeded this warning in those days found 
shelter in the hidden recesses and fastnesses of the mountainous 
region in the neighborhood of Jerusalem. In a little town called 
Pella the majority of the Christians of Jerusalem were safely hidden 
while the storm passed over. There they sang songs of deliverance 
while from beneath them rose words of despair and shrieks of horror. 

The psalmist describes the safety of the godly in times of danger 
thus: “I will lift up,” ete., Ps. 121,1. 2. The “holy mountain,” “the 
mountain of the Lord,” “the hills whence cometh our help,” these 
are quite common expressions in the Scriptures; they denote the 
stronghold of the Word and Church of Christ. Of the safety which 
these afford the Prophet Isaiah says: “They shall not hurt,” etc., 
Is. 11, 9; and Ps. 2, 6 we are told by the Lord: “I have set my 
King,” ete. Zion’s hill is the Church, and Zion’s King, Christ the 
Redeemer. To this hill the fugitives from destruction are directed; 
this is the “city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the Most 
High,” of which it is written: “God is in the midst... early,” Ps. 46, 
4.5. The place of safety, then, in this world which is being tossed 
about between fear and ignorance is where Christ reigns, where His 
dear Gospel is preached, where the river of gladness flows and His 
sheep rove, browsing on dewy meadows of rich pasture. Without is 
wickedness, pollution, vice, hatred, murder, blasphemy, and death; 
within there is peace, holiness, love, and praise. Flee to the hills! 
that means: Rise on wings of faith to that height whither no foe 
can follow you, to the Word of God which excels both the knowl- 
edge and cunning of man, to the power of God which baffles the 
plotting of the gates of hell and keeps the flock unharmed in the 
Shepherd’s hand. 

It is worthy of notice that in this connection the Savior twice 
reminds His hearers of their election. “Except those days .. . 
shortened;” and again: “They shall show ... . very elect.” It has 
already been shown that the scope of this entire lesson is to convey 
comfort to God’s children in the anguish of these last days; and for 
their comfort’s sake the Savior twice mentions this fact to them, 
that they have been elected to be saved from the destruction which 
they see going on about them. What else could be the intention of 
our Lord but to show how firm and secure was their salvation? He 
clearly states that if it were not on account of their election, they 
should also perish. He clearly states that on their account God 
diminishes the violence and duration of the last horrors. Dear be- 
lievers, let us not destroy this rich comfort by the pride of our reason, 
as some desire to do! Christ did not whisper these words to a select 
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few whom He had first singled out from the rest, but He spoke them 
to all, and to all they come to-day. ’Tis true, God tells us that not 
all are elect, for He states that few are chosen; but He does not 
state that you or I are not elect. He sends us all the powerful Word 
of His grace, and with that Word He also gives us the comforting 
knowledge of our election. He causes us to believe that He has 
fully considered all our needs before the foundation of the world, 
and has made ample provision for them! The terrors that are coming 
are so great that the heart even of believers shall quake. If their 
salvation were placed in their own hands, they would lose it; there- 
fore the Lord tells each believer: Fear not; thou shalt not be 
moved! Behold, I shorten these days for thy sake, and I preserve 
thee against deception, because I have-mercifully known thy frailty 
from eternity. Be of good cheer; thou shalt not be lost! All the chil- 
dren of God, when they have this saying from the Lord Himself 
that they surely shall not be lost, are comforted exceedingly. 

“Whoso readeth, let him understand!” Grant us, O Christ, that 
for Thy wounds’ sake we also may find our names in the Book of 
Life, and uphold us in the final wreck! 


Worthless are our prayers and sighing; 
Yet, good Lord, in grace complying, 
Rescue us from fires undying! 

With Thy favored sheep, O place us! 
Nor amid the goats abase us: 

But to Thy right hand upraise us! 


While the wicked are confounded, 
Doomed to flames of woe unbounded, 
Call us, with Thy saints surrounded. 


Bows my heart in meek submission, 
Strewn with ashes of contrition, 
Suceor Thou our lost condition! 


Day of sorrow, day of weeping, 
When in dust no longer sleeping, 
Man awakes in Thy dread keeping! 


To the rest Thou didst prepare us, 
On Thy cross, O Christ, upbear us! 
Spare, O God, in merey spare us! Amen. 


Sermon for Mission Festival. 
Mark 16, 15. 16. 


It is my sincerest hope that there may not be one person in this 
audience that does not rejoice in his soul’s salvation through Jesus 
Christ. My efforts to interest unsaved persons in missions would be 
of no avail, since the saving of immortal souls is the keynote of all 
missionary work. First learn, my friend, by the grace of God, to work 
out your own salvation with fear and trembling. And if, then, you 
see in faith the benign countenance of your Redeemer, then, I am 
assured, you’ll not shirk your duty in saving the souls of others. When 
John, the preacher in the wilderness, had found the Lamb of God 
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which taketh away the sins of the world, he at once directed Andrew 
to Him; and Andrew, in his turn, promptly invited his brother Peter 
to come to Christ. And when Philip had beheld the glory of the 
Only-Begotten of the Father, he hesitated not a moment -to call 
Nathanael to Christ, saying: “We have found Him of whom Moses 
in the Law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son 
of Joseph.” Have you found your Savior? If not, learn to-day how 
to find Him. If so, then go forth and save others. The Master de- 
clares in the text that there is a glorious hope for the salvation of 
man’s soul through the preaching of the Gospel. Let me, etc. 


SAVING THE SOULS OF MEN THROUGH THE PREACHING 
OF THE GOSPEL. 
Let us learn from the text: 


1. How important the work is; 
2. How we are to carry on the work. 


1. 


In order that you may have a fair estimate of the importance of 
saving men’s souls, you must, first of all, be fully convinced that 
their souls are highly valuable, yea, beyond valuation. The Lord says 
in the text that the soul of man either can be lost forever in a 
terrible state of torture, or saved to live in an endless state of bliss. 
There must be no doubt about this truth in your minds, else you would 
not care to save souls. As long as a person believes that there is no 
such thing as a soul, as did the great surgeon Virchow of Berlin, 
who tells us that he had dissected hundreds of human bodies and 
never found a soul; if a person believes that death ends man’s 
existence and annihilates him, that there is no world beyond this 
transient one, neither a heaven nor a hell, then no arguments, no 
facts, no endeavors, nothing, not even the Word of God, could con- 
vince him of the value of a soul. Worthless things receive very little 
attention; the more valuable a thing seems to us, the greater is our 
regard for it. There are things of great value at all hands. The 
deeded property of our country amounts to billions of dollars; the 
wealth of our natural resources can hardly be estimated; health is 
so valuable that a person finds no lasting satisfaction in his millions 
of luere, nor in his vast estates, nor in the world’s grandest scenery, 
nor in his learning, nor in the charms of the intellectual efforts. of 
the world’s geniuses, nor in his large eirele of sympathetic friends, 
nor in the love of his dearest ones, if he is an incurably sick man, — 
so valuable is health. Sight, hearing, the gift of speech, memory, the 
members of the body, have no purchase price. The sweet liberties 
of our country cannot be fitly extolled in undying song, nor their 
glories adequately pictured in glowing colors. Good government and 
excellent laws are surely rich blessings of God. And thus we might 
enumerate, and continue to enumerate, in almost endless lists, things 
very nearly beyond valuation and invaluable, and yet, if you should 
pile them up mountain-high, you would not have a comparison to 
what one immortal soul is worth, not to say anything of the millions 
of them. If you could give your soul in exchange for this universe, 
you would have bartered it for an insignificant trifle, a mere bagatelle ; 
for every soul has been purchased by the blood of Christ. We speak 
of the price in blood that has been paid to win the liberties of a 
country. But what is all the blood of men, shed on the world’s fields 
of battle, in comparison to the holy and precious blood of Jesus, the 
Son of God, by which eternal liberties have been won from the slavery 
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of sin, from the shackles of death, from the bondage of hell, and the 
tyranny of the devil? Forget it not that man’s soul is more valuable 
than tongue can tell. 

Another reason why we should strive to save men’s souls is, 
because they are in danger. You do not worry very much even about 
your greatest treasures if you believe them in good keeping. People 
deposit their moneys in the bank; they invest their surplus cash in 
preferred stocks, government bonds, and other gilt-edged securities; 
they carry their valuables and hoarded treasures, sometimes handfuls 
of diamonds and jewels, to the safety-deposit vaults, and are uncon- 
cerned about them more or less, because they believe them reasonably 
safe. But when danger threatens, then they become alarmed, then 
the run on the bank follows, then a financial flurry disturbs the peace 
of the commercial world, then the quake of a panic rudely shocks 
the marts of trade, then people lose their heads and their senses. 
Now, if the souls of men are not in danger, why should we be anxious 
about them? But they are in great peril, so great, that it beggars 
description. The Savior says in the text, “He that believeth not shall 
be damned.” We need not draw upon our imagination, we need not 
attempt to paint the horrors of hell in gruesome colors, to give these 
words of the Lord more force. As they stand, they already come down 
on our hearts and consciences with the force of a sledge-hammer: 
“He that believeth not shall be damned!” Of course, you will meet 
persons of learning and prominence to-day who will tell you very 
eynically, “That is not so; a God of love could not damn a sinner 
eternally, because he refused to believe that Christ purchased him 
with His blood. There is no such a place as hell. We have no right 
to send missionaries to the heathen, to destroy the established faith 
of their countries.” Not long ago the gentleman who discovered the 
North Pole told us in the dailies that, after an acquaintance of 
eighteen years with the Eskimos, he has come to the conclusion that 
missionaries would be out of place among them. Mrs. Besant, the 
leader of the Theosophists, who poses as a Hindu, hurled an ungrate- 
ful fling at the missionaries and said, “They are a standing menace to 
the youth of India.” In her estimation, then, the missionaries are 
a nuisance. And President G. Stanley Hall of Clark University said 
that the teachings of Christ are as alien to the Chinese mind as air 
is to the fish; that, as a rule, missionaries are the advance agents 
of foreign armies; that Confucianism is a much better religion for 
us than Christianity is for the Chinese,— and much more in the 
same strain. But all such talk, as even a fair-minded man of this 
world who has intelligently studied the history of missions must 
acknowledge, is proof of the basest kind of ingratitude and of a 
diseased imagination. Think of the scores of fanatical fakirs on 
India’s streets, often reclining with their bare bodies, on a bed of 
bristling iron spikes, under the equatorial sun, or dragging several 
hundred pounds of metal with themselves, living under the satanic 
delusion that by these penances and sacrifices they are earning God’s 
favor. Think of the poor heathen in India who toy with their idols, 
as a little girl plays with her dolls, who give them food, wash and 
clothe them, put them to sleep and awaken them again. Think of 
the deluded souls there who expect to gain the favor of God by feeding 
the so-called holy monkeys at Benares, the most sacred city of the 
Hindu. Think of the army of polygamists in India, of the wife- 
burning or suttee, still practiced secretly, of the Hindu temples 
which, as a Hindu himself tells us, have become hotbeds of vice by 
the institution of dancing girls, and have caused the demoralization 
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of Hindu society. Think of the immoral atmosphere in the country 
of the Hindu, so immoral that missionaries must send their children 
at a certain age to their home countries, to place them in more con- 
genial surroundings. Yea, think of this and still more of this filth, 
and yet men, widely known and educated, will tell you our Synod 
should not send any missionaries to India, because its inhabitants 
have a satisfactory religion of their own; why stir them up and con- 
fuse them with ours? There are about 230 millions of people on the 
globe who feel the blighting effect of the religion of Mohammed. 
Travelers have often been impressed by the open and fearless con- 
fession of their faith on the part of many Mohammedans, by their 
close observance of the frequent daily calls to prayer, not only in 
private, but also in public, by their abhorrence of intemperance, 
gambling, usury, and pieture and image worship. But these things 
are only on the surface. Moslems are idolaters, and as such they 
worship not God, but the devil; and the eminent African explorer, 
Joseph Thompson, who visited the regions of North Africa, tells us 
that the most “religious” nation of the world is also the most grossly 
immoral. Side by side with all this religiousness there is robbery 
and murder, lying and deceiving of the most advanced type, and 
brutish and nameless vices in an extraordinary degree. Mr. Thomp- 
son, who lived among the Moors, tells us: “From the Sultan down to 
the loathsome, half-starved beggar; from the most learned to the 
most illiterate; from the man who enjoys the reputation of utmost 
sanctity to his openly infamous opposite—all are alike morally 
rotten.” What should we say about the hundreds of opium fiends of 
China, what about the thousands of Chinese mothers who, with 
stones and hammer, mercilessly pound the feet of their weeping 
little daughters to a pulp, to make them appear small, and who so 
often sell these same children for cold cash into a life of shame, — 
what about them? Are their souls in danger? And if the Rev. M. A. 
Christensen, a missionary among the Eskimos, tells us of their terrors 
of superstition and their despair in the face of death, does not that 
prove conclusively that they have no peace of heart without the news 
of the Prince of Peace? Go wherever you may please in this world, 
everywhere you will find men standing on the brink of hell. 

For this reason the Master says, “Preach the Gospel to every 
creature,” regardless of nationality, regardless of ‘internal divisions 
as to rank and color, complexion and religion, clans and classes of 
men. Even culture and learning are no salvation for the souls of 
men; they may, on the contrary, enable men to commit their sins 
all the more artfully and secretly. And the outward garb of respect- 
ability is no proof against that word of Jesus Christ: “Out of the 
heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornication, thefts, 
false witness, blasphemies.” A man may be a model husband, an ex- 
cellent citizen, a straightforward, strictly honest business man, yet 
God’s Word tells him:. “The imagination of man’s heart is evil from 
his youth.” And you know what spite, envy, jealousy, hatred, anger, 
malice, uncleanness, and wicked thoughts come from your own heart. 
Be assured, the heart of every man is equally as wicked as yours; 
and so their souls are in danger. 

The only means by which sinners can be saved is the Gospel, for 
Christ is the heart, the soul, the life, and the power of it.’ The very 
beginning and end of our salvation, the sum of Christianity, is the 
essence of the Gospel, namely, the atoning death of Jesus Christ. 
The Gospel shows the lost sinner that blessed Redeemer who was 
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made sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him. And Holy Baptism is also Gospel; it seals unto man the 
precious promises of the Gospel to the strengthening of his faith in 
the forgiveness of his sins. This blessed evangel truly saves even 
the greatest of sinners. There is no man so desperate and black, but 
the Gospel can save him; and there is no man so far gone, but the 
grace of God can reach him. This marvelously powerful message of 
_ Christ overpowers the strong man armed,.softens obdurate hearts, 
and changes into God’s children those who were brutalized in sin, 
and removed to an infinite distance from God. Look about you and 
you will find signs of it everywhere. John G. Paton found cannibals 
and ferocious brutes on the New Hebrides Islands, and yet, in spite 
of great obstacles, the Gospel conquered, and eighteen thousand of 
these brutal savages became Christians. The Chikore people of 
Rhodesia, South Africa, were once given to debauchery of the most 
hideous kind and to fierce quarrels among themselves, says George 
A. Wilder. That was twelve years ago, and to-day many of these 
lions have been changed into lambs by the Gospel. When Charles 
Darwin visited Tierra del Fuego in 1833, he found its inhabitants in 
a more miserable state of barbarism than he ever expected to see any 
human being; he regarded them as below domestic animals; and he 
did not venture to say that all missionaries in the world could have 
done anything for them. But in 1869 he found these same Fuegians 
transformed into Christian men and women, a change brought about 
which he could not explain. His gift of $125.00 to the London Mis- 
sionary Society proved that Charles Darwin, not a believer in Christ 
Crucified, acknowledged the marvelous victory of the Gospel. Let 
me ask, Why did not this man of science with all his learning uplift 
those moral wrecks? He could not have done them a nobler service. 
Let me ask again, Why do not the children of this world who treat 
Christians with a sneer, because they send missionaries to the pagans, 
send their representatives into darkest Africa, to the man-eaters and 
poor wretches of humanity, and try at least to civilize and educate 
them? Ah! they are not assured of success. They know their every 
effort would spell defeat and failure. But we Christians are assured 
of victory, because we have the Gospel of Christ, the power of God, 
which prospers whereunto it is sent. 

This Gospel sinners should believe; and so it is our duty to bring 
it to them. They would never seek for it of themselves. Unless we 
bring this divine revelation to them, they would ever remain in gross 
darkness and spiritually dead. Love for these immortal souls, lost in 
darkness, should swell your bosom. Your Savior never tired in seek- 
ing the lost souls of men. His last business, in the bitter hour of 
His death, was the saving of a sinner, the malefactor to the right. 
“Let this mind be in you which was also i in Christ Jesus.’ 

To be sure, you cannot save all sinners. You are responsible for 
seeking sinners. But if men elude your search, you are guiltless. 
It is your duty to persuade men, but if they resist your appeal, the 
blame does not rest upon your shoulders. But are you willing to do 
all in your power to save sinners? If so, I shall show you how to 
earry on the work. 

9 


we 


When Christ says, “Preach the Gospel, ” He charges every Chris- 
tian to do it. It is everybody’s business in Christendom to draw others 
to Jesus Christ by a great burning love, bringing men into the lib- 
erty, the love, the joy, the peace, the comfort in Christ, until even 
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men like the debased Agrippa feel the drawing towards Christ. 
Christians should speak of the Savior of sinners in the shop, in the 
family eirele, when walking abroad, and when sitting among their 
acquaintances. 

But let us begin at the right end. Parents begin at the wrong 
end if they are very much interested in saving the heathen, while, 
at the same time, they allow their own children:to grow up like 
heathen. The most important mission-post in the world, yea, the heart 
of all missions, is the home. To give the children a Christian train- 
ing and education should be the first missionary labors of parents. 
For this reason their children’s education should be permeated by 
religion. Let me remind you of a very remarkable fact! There are 
some 1,200,000 children in pagan lands attending Christian day- 
schools, which the missionaries conduct at almost all stations. Tens 
of thousands of Christians in our country contribute large sums to 
the support of these schools, and thus help to give the children, of 
pagan parentage a better education in the Christian religion than 
their own children are getting. These heathen children receive a 
full meal, as it were, almost every day in the week, but their own ° 
children get crumbs and bits of spiritual food once in a week during 
the short hour in Sunday-school. That is not fair. Charity begins 
at home. Outside of the Christian day-school and Sunday-school 
parents should speak personally to their children about the Savior 
who died for children; they should teach them to pray and pray with 
them; they should show by their words and bearing that they are 
vitally interested in the Savior and love Him dearly. The older sons 
and daughters should be admonished by their parents when they go 
astray. How can Christian parents allow their grown-up children to 
stay away from divine services Sunday after Sunday without earnestly 
reproving them for their terrible neglect, by which they are calling 
God’s wrath down upon themselves? If parents do not do all in their 
power to keep their children within the folds of the Church, the 
Church can do very little to save others. They should not expect 
good results of the pastor’s work if they are doing practically nothing 
to save the soul of their child. 

Charity begins at home, but charity does not end at home. There 
are the lost ones to be brought into the fold, the erring ones to be 
corrected, the churchless ones to be gathered. We should strive to 
make the world better by bringing it to Christ. The world, spiritually 
dead and blind, cannot better itself. If we are no salt of the earth 
anymore, the world will surely make us worse. And it is high time 
that we sound a bugle call to action, as there are forty million church- 
less people in our country. We might be amazed at these multitudes 
not attending church, but have not the multitudes outside of the 
Church a far better reason for amazement if we fail to crowd the 
Gospel message upon them, or never urge them to enter in? Unre- 
generated man will surely not come of his own accord. The situation 
is actually this: Christians have prepared a great feast for the church-: 
less masses, — they have churches and the message of God’s Word, — 
but very few personally extend the formal invitation: “Come, all 
things are now ready!” Is it not so? How many have you ever 
warned of the error of their way? How many have you admonished 
to prepare to meet their God? You belong to the chosen generation, 
the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the peculiar people, which should 
show forth the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into 
His marvelous light. Oh, be about your Father’s business! 
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_ You have excellent means to aid you in this work. Your copy 


the Lutheraner, Missionstaube, Lutheran Witness, in the ands: of se 
churchless person, may induce him to become a Christian. There are 


tracts which will do very satisfactory service as litile missionaries. 


Other denominations spend hundreds of dollars for the free dis- — 
tribetion of tracts, to spread their doctrines. The Savior once 
said: Luke 16, 3 Will not a man of this world expend a fortune — 
to advertise the goods he has to sell? Will not a politician go to great 
expense to make people acquainted with his views? Let vs advocate - 


and carry vut sane advertising. We have the best hing in *i world 


the Word of God in all its purity and the sacran nts ads *- ‘cored ae 
according to Christ’s institution. Let us shout it ut as i» the 
house-tops! Let us make it known broadcast! I grant that “„ny 
of the tracts are torn, burned, thrown away. But if only one oi em ~ 
reaches a human heart, we have gained more than .cns and tous of - 


tracts would be worth. © 


ine To preach the Gospel to every creature we mune finally, © cond out 
our missionaries into the various fields. These brave pinheers of 
Christ’s kingdom are doing our work, and therefore we should con- 
tribute to the cause of home and foreign missions freely, greatly, 
gladly, nobly. God wants our money to carry on the work of the sal- 
vation of the world. And He is not a beggar asking for the crumbs 
_ that fall from our table. No, He is a preferred creditor. Every 
dollar we call our own belongs to Him. Accordingly, St. Paul ad- 
monishes us to be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing 


to communicate. He praises the churches in Macedonia — at Philippi, ~ 


Thessalonica, Berea — for their liberality. In dire affliction, abound- 
ing in joy, poor in this world’s goods, rich in well-doing, they gave 
beyond their power. Paul hesitated in accepting their gift, as he 
knew they could ill afford it; but they with great entreaty begged 
him to take it. These Christians were charitable, self- forgetful, 
willing, thoughtful, prompt, and free-hearted. Let us imitate them! 


Our ambition should not be to get out of this world all we can, but 
to put into it all we can; and by supporting missions we bestow bene: : 


factions and benedietions without number upon our fellow-sinners. 
J wm certain, my dear Christian friends, that you will : ‘ogre 


“ large. and freely to-day towards the support of missions. f: at or 


have stood at the manger of Bethlehem and heard the glad ‘id ngs” 
of Christmas, “Unto you is born this day a Savior;” you have vr. sed 


under the cross. of Christ and heard His lips niter the memorable 
words, “{t is finished ;” on Easter morn you were-invited to look into 
the empty tomb in J oseph of Arimathea’s garden and were greeted 


with the tidings of victory, “He is risen, He: is verily risen wo and 
yor: also gaged upwards in faith as you heard that vour Savior 
ascended fr rom the Mount of Olives into heaven. th ve tu p’enäre a 
place for you. You know how these nlessages thi ied y“ı", how your 
heart. was gladdened and comforted by these sermions ou ‚lie festival 


days, how « .ımly and peacefully you may die size vou have heard 
them. But there are thousands who do not know anytaing of a merry 
Christmas, » happy New Year, a blessed Gond, Fr day, a joyous 
Eastertide, »! a glorious Ascension-day. Will you nı eive every 
dollar. you «:1 give to have the Gospel brought {5 t):im? Most 
assuredly. «God ‘gvant, to this end, His unmerited :. sings to iny 


testimony aid cause it to fall on regenerated hearts, :o ‘the \vihging 


forth of fruit: unto lite everlasting. Amen. Orro € A. BOECLER, Di 


